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The fourteen foot coffered ceilings add a sense of lightness and airiness to the entry, exaggerating its already monumental proportions 
as the perfect architectural cube
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Hickey Freeman, the luxury business wear, formal wear and sportswear brand from Hartmarx 
Corporation, has been part of the business and fashion community in Chicago for over 135 
years. It was only fitting, therefore, that Hickey Freeman chose the city as the home for 
its flagship townhouse. Situated on Oak Street, the destination for exclusive boutiques in 
Chicago, the new 3,897 sq. feet (360 sq. metre) prototype brings Hickey Freeman’s quiet 
elegance and classic American style to the tree-lined shopping district that is home to 
a host of international luxury brands. Designed by JGA, the new prototype offers highly 
organised presentation with a casual sensibility and the edited assortment focuses on 
selection rather than shopping.  

Interpreting an 
American classic

Nowadays, bespoke is a word that is 
used to refer to almost anything 
that is custom-made to a buyer’s 

requirements. But historically, it was a term 
that was used exclusively to describe men’s 
apparel; sort of like what haute couture is to 
women’s fashion. Back in 1899, the Hickey 
Freeman brand was launched to bridge the 
gap between bespoke and off-the-rack by 
offering ready-to-wear suits that would 
stand up to critical scrutiny alongside custom 
tailoring. today the brand is an american icon 
for the cultivated, affluent male who likes to 
dress well and the concept had to emphasise 
the sensibility.      

“the objective was to create an intimate, 
structured shopping experience for the 
discerning male and their influences”, says Ken 
Nisch, Chairman, JGa. “We had to translate 
Hickey Freeman, an american classic, into a 
classic american place. the design concept 
draws its physical inspiration from classic 
american residential interiors. Signature 
elements bring together heroically scaled 
columns, translucent glass block and limed oak 
casework, accented with a collection of fine 
antiques and comfortable lounge furniture.” 

the new exterior derives its character 

from classic materials - limestone, painted 
brick and architecturally scaled moldings 
surrounding the windows and doors, creating 
a “tailor-made” destination for shoppers. the 
bold size and elegant materials of the signage 
prominently announces the brand.   

Inside the space, a series of levels, a legacy 
of the location’s former residential heritage, 
have been used to create segmentation and 
intimacy for the various product segments, 
ranging from sportswear, furnishings, 
accessories and suiting.  

Upon entering, a monumental staircase 
leading to the second floor invites guests to 
further explore the space.  the fourteen foot 
coffered ceilings add a sense of lightness and 
airiness to the entry, exaggerating its already 
monumental proportions as the perfect 
architectural cube a secondary staircase 
leads to the Boy’s department at the back 
of the main floor, highlighted by an arched, 
glass block display area, this area becomes 
the store’s most intimate space in terms of 
footprint and ceiling height, complementing 
the merchandise and its smaller scale. 
the dark wood stair risers connecting the 
shopping areas contrast the crisp, white 
woodwork and rails.   
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A monumental staircase leading to the second floor invites guests to further explore the 
space

A secondary staircase leads to the Boy’s department at the back of the main floor, 
highlighted by an arched, glass block display area
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along the stairs, historic photographs of 
the Hickey Freeman offices and tailor shops, 
celebrate the brand’s american roots and 
unique relationship with Presidents, moguls 
and literary luminaries. the customer’s 
convenience is assured by the inclusion of 
a custom-designed elevator of bronze and 
wood finishes. 

Whether taking the elevator or stairs, the 
guest is greeted on the second level by a large 
suiting department with custom light fixtures. 
a center room flanked by a lounge and bespoke 
suiting area furnished with leather club chairs 
and a Parson style wood and leather work desk, 
offers a comfortable area to relax and enjoy 
the view from the floor-to-ceiling windows 
overlooking oak Street.

the richly appointed fitting rooms are 
dramatically finished in dark mocha grass 
cloth with over-scaled mirrors and custom 
light fixtures and furnishings. 

“Where possible, the design takes advantage 
of lighting to bring the neutral palette to life, 
highlighting the subtle textures, patterns and 
warmth of the merchandise fabrics”, says Nisch. 
“the limestone in the foyer, signature glass block 
feature walls and limed oak casework are materials 
appropriate to a commercial setting but have the 
refinement, elegance and scale to complement 
the practical, yet luxurious products.” l
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A center room flanked by a lounge and bespoke suiting area

The guest is greeted on the second level by a large suiting department with custom 
light fixtures
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Architect & Design Firm 
JGa

JGA Design Team 
Ken Nisch - Chairman 
Mike Curtis – Creative Director 
arvin Stephenson – Project Manager

General Contractor 
Hibernian Direct

Mechanical & Electrical Engineers 
M-retail engineering

Lighting Consultant 
lighting Management, Inc.

Decorative Lighting 
ohio Design Center - Boyd

Floors  
(International Hardwood Flooring) 
Smithwood lumber

(Porcelain Tile) 
ann Sacks 

(Area Rugs) 
texstyle 

(Carpet) 
Shaw Carpet 

Wall Covering 
ohio Design Center - Donghia 
tassoglas – Johns Manville

Leather 
edelman leather

Upholstery 
Maharam

Millwork 
Storekraft

Furniture 
David edwards 
Mitchell Gold + Bob Williams 
Bernhardt Design 
HBF 
andreu World america 
Michael Gary Furniture

Glass Block 
Glass Block Unlimited

Architectural Elements  
(Brick on exterior Storefront) Cultured Stone

Photography 
laszlo regos Photography

The lounge, furnished with leather club chairs and a Parson style wood and leather 
work desk, offers a comfortable area to relax and enjoy the view from the floor-
to-ceiling windows 

The richly appointed fitting rooms are 
dramatically finished in dark mocha grass 
cloth with over-scaled mirrors and custom 
light fixtures and furnishings

The new exterior derives its character from classic materials - limestone, painted 
brick and architecturally scaled moldings surrounding the windows and doors


